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MAIN IDEA

It’s amazing how many “financial experts” who give advice about investing in real estate have never actually done so themselves. If
you want to learn the ins and outs of real estate investing, you should listen to those who walk the talk. When you do so, you’ll find most
experienced real estate experts will tell you:

� Even though real estate may be in a down cycle in 2009, there will alwaysbe a real estate market in the developed world. People will
always need a roof over their heads. Investors keep real estate available at a reasonable price.

� There are lots of ways to make money in real estate investing. Success in this field is not limited solely to “flipping” – buying low and
hoping to then sell high later on. There are many sophisticated and less risky ways to invest in real estate.

� If you have the requisite skills, real estate is a great investment because you have complete control. You don’t have to hand your
financial destiny over to other people to decide. That’s an important benefit.

When you get beyond the hype, you’ll find real estate is a very good investment vehicle. Don’t ignore it simply because it’s out of
fashion or in the middle of a down cycle. Stay in the game, learn how to do it well and real estate will be a long-term part of your
personal wealth generation strategy.

1. The business of real estate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 2 - 3

Real estate investing is a business and therefore should be run like a business if you aspire to succeed
over the long haul. To get ahead and stay there, you’ll need the normal five elements:

2. Handling real estate projects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 4 - 5

Most real estate projects can be summed up as: “Buy by the acre and then sell by the foot”. How you
achieve that on a consistent basis, however, is where the real money gets made. To pull this off, keep in
mind eight specific suggestions:

3. Understand the creative ways real estate can make money . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pages 6 - 7

One of the great things about investing in real estate is there are lots of creative (and legal) ways to use real
estate to make money. It’s not just about buying and selling. You can also:

4. Key lessons to learn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Page 8

Investing in real estate alone won’t necessarily make you rich, but it will offer you the opportunity to get
smarter. Make sure you take full advantage of all the educational opportunities it offers. If you can do that
and at the same time put together the right kind of team, there’s nothing you can’t do. Remember:

• 1. A workable strategy
• 2. A great management team
• 3. Good accounting
• 4. Reporting and metrics
• 5. Knowledge of tax laws

• 1. Understand genuine needs
• 2. Always add value
• 3. Be good at analyzing deals
• 4. Carry out solid due diligence

• 5. Work from the inside out
• 6. Look for creative financing deals
• 7. Keep your properties leased
• 8. Have solid management

The eight
keys to successful
real estate projects

• 5. Use tax lien investing
• 6. Horse trade properties
• 7. Build retail centers

• 1. Create tax shelters
• 2. Buy for no money down
• 3. Focus on foreclosures
• 4. Understand entitlements

Four
essential lessons
from real estate

• 1. Start somewhere right now
• 2. Be tenacious
• 3. Ask for what you want
• 4. Leave excuses to others
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